REGILDING THE CRESCENT
saw some difficulties which they are only just
beginning to realise. The mere sweeping away
of old abuses involved the bitter enmity of those
who had profited by them, not only the arch
enemy, but all his creatures thrown out of work
by the new order. The Committee of Union
and Progress, though powerful enough in 1908,
and even more secure at the present moment,
must always reckon with the hostility, open or
otherwise, of the Liberal Union, or AJirar, a
well-organised body which includes among its
members men like Prince Sabaheddin, Said
Pacha (a son of Kiamil), and Ismail Kemal, an
Albanian, deputy for Berat, who has already
been mentioned. These men, some of whom
are more disinterested than others, regard the
tyranny of the Committee as no improvement
on that of Yildiz. They view with alarm the
tendency to a military dictatorship and to
government by pronunciamento. Kiamil, at
the time of his downfall, bitterly declared that
the country was returning to the rule of janis-
saries, and his words contained a melancholy
half-truth. History furnishes no parallel for a
constitutional dictatorship under military law,
though as a temporary expedient a state of siege,
as proclaimed in Constantinople after the coup
(fetat, may be welcome. Once, however, law
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